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are quite unanimous in desiring that as far as possible, only true
philosophy shall be taught. And if it be permitted by prince^tliat
dubious and controversial questions shall be agitated, it is notein ,
order that those who are their subjects shall by this custom of dis-'
putation and controversy learn to become more contentious, more
refractory, and more opinionative, and thus less obedient to their
superiors and more likely to become seditious, but merely in order
that, by such disputes, they may be convinced of the truth; or if a
long experience has persuaded them that it is rarely discovered by
such means, they are yet so jealous of it, that they believe that the
small amount of hope there is of finding it should not be neglected.
For there has never been a people so savage or barbarous, or one
which shrinks so much from the right use of the reason which per-
tains to man alone, as to desire opinions to be taught in its midst
contrary to the known truth. And there is no doubt that we ought
to prefer truth to all the opinions opposed to it, however deep-rooted
and common they may be; and that all those who teach others
should be obliged to seek it with all their might and when they
have found it to teach it.

But perhaps it may not be thought that it will be found in the
new philosophy which I promise. For it is not likely that I alone
should have seen more clearly than thousands of the most intelligent
of men who have accepted the opinions commonly received in the
Schools; and roads frequently followed and known are always more
reliable than new and unknown ones, and this is particularly true of
our theology, as to which the experience of many years has shown us
that it agrees with the old and ordinary philosophy very well, and
this is uncertain with regard to a new one. And it is for that
reason that some maintain that we must early prevent its publica-
tion and demolish it, in case, by attracting to itself by the charm of
novelty a multitude of ignorant persons, it may gradually increase,
and strengthen itself through time, or else trouble the peace and
quietude of the Schools or Academies, or even bring new heresies-
into the Church.

I reply to this that in truth I make claim to nothing, nor do I
profess to see more than other men; but this perhaps has been of
use to me, namely, that, not trusting very much to my own genius,
I followed only the simplest and easiest roads. For we must not be
astonished if anyone makes more progress in following these paths
than others, endowed with much greater talent, make over the
roqigh and impenetrable roads which they follow.